
 

It is hard to 
believe, but 
as I sit down 
to write this 
message it 
dawns on me 
that it has 
been almost 
three years 
since Covid 
first came into 
our lives.

On the one 
hand it feels like just yesterday, but on the other 
hand, it also feels like a lifetime ago.

Again, this year we received so many great stories 
from our beneficiaries for our newsletter. As I was 
reading through them, the one underlying theme, 
the one thing I kept reading again and again was 
“Thank you”

In so many ways, Charitable Organizations were 
just so grateful and so thankful, that during such 
trying times we were not only able to keep up with 
our donations, but in many instances increased 
our donations to so many organizations that found 
themselves in greater need.

They were thankful that we could help them keep 
their doors open, which meant that they in turn 
could continue to help the hundreds if not thou-
sands of people in need that they help every year.

All of us at The Tenaquip Foundation are greatly 
appreciative of your thanks, but at the same time we 
would like to thank each of you for working hard and 
working together to help all those that were in so 
much need these past few years.

A big shout out and a big thanks to all of you for 
making the world a better place for all of us to live in.

I hope you all enjoy this year’s edition of our 
“Thank you” newsletter.

Michael Fitzgerald
Executive Director

The Tenaquip Foundation 
www.thetenaquipfoundation.ca
info@thetenaquipfoundation.ca
514-426-3700

The Tenaquip Foundation is proud to  
support the following organizations in 
2021 - 2022
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Thank you for all you do
Thank you for your generous support of 
our Autism Service Dog Program. With your 
help, dogs like Arnie are living enriched lives 
and have an exciting future ahead of them. 
 Thank you for all you do.

-Danielle Forbes -  National Service Dogs
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Dear Michael and the Reed Family

Behind every seriously ill child, there are compassionate 
people dedicated to helping. Because of your donation 
to the Jennifer AShleigh Children’s Charity, you are one 
of those generous helpers. Here’s a note from one of our 
families.

“We wish to express our sincere gratitude for the assistance we 
received from the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity. As we 
enter the fifth year challenged by the controlling and endless 
illness of our only daughter, we are comforted that she is in ca-
pable hands at our children’s hospital. You’ve given us the gift 
of hope through this emotionally draining experience. From 
the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your generous support 
in this difficult journey.”

Thank you for your wonderful support 
of Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity
Mary-Anne Herrema, Executive Director

Thank you so much
It is heartening when we receive a gift from a generous supporter like you. 
Your donation of $45, 000 to Edmonton’s Food Bank allows us to say “yes” to 
requests for help; requests like the one we recently received from Rachelle.

Rachelle is a 46-year-old single mother with twins 
who reached out to Edmonton’s Food Bank during a 
difficult time in her life. When calling the Food Bank, 
Rachelle was very polite and apologetic about her 
need for a food hamper. When our volunteer ex-
plained that she would be receiving enough food to 
feed herself and her children, Rachelle broke down 
into tears.

“I Can’t believe there are people who care. I can send 
my kids to school with food,” she explained. She was 
booked into the closest community depot to her 
home and she also discussed the possibility of com-
ing in for some job preparation through our beyond 
food program.

“This is what we do,” said our Client Service repre-
sentative, who reassured Rachelle she could reach 
out again if she needed us in the future. Because of 
donors like you, Rachelle can focus on creating new 
paths in life, allowing her to provide for her family. 

Marjorie Bencz,  - Executive Director

EDMONTON’S FOODBANK

Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity



 
   

EDMONTON’S FOODBANK

RONALD MACDONALD HOUSE CANADA, TORONTO
Thank you once again for all your support.

 I wanted to share how grateful everyone here at RMHC Toronto is to The Tenaquip Foundation. Last 
year with your support, 1,124 families were able to get the rest and support they needed. Thank you 
for your kindness and big heart!

As we look ahead, we have big plans. Here are a few examples:

To provide greater cost savings to families, we are offering additional options for meals and snacks, both in the House and our in-hospital Family Rooms. To 
support our youngest learners (age 2.5 to 4), we’ve launched a new School Readiness Program that runs weekly. Also, to ensure that every family has every 
opportunity to participate in all RMHC Toronto has to offer, we’ll continue to focus on diversity, equity, and inclusion, such as providing our families with 
translation services when needed.
 
The Tenaquip Foundation makes this and so much more possible.

I can’t say it enough; thank you!

Jayne Kozovski - Executive Director

 

 

Thank you again for your generous donation to the 
Children’s Organ Transplant Society.   (COTS). 
It is a privilege to have the support of The Tenaquip foundation. Your 
donation is being used to provide critical medical supplies, prescrip-
tions and supplements to children in BC who require an organ trans-
plant, children like our 2022 Ambassador, Zach. 

Zach was born with kidney abnormalities and has been fighting 
chronic kidney disease his whole life. Zach’s condition was con-
trolled with medication until age 12, then his kidney function de-
teriorated to end-stage renal failure. At that time, he was placed on 
dialysis treatment and listed for transplant. In 2017, Zach underwent 
a kidney transplant. Unfortunately, the transplant was unsuccessful, 
and since that time Zach has been back on dialysis, awaiting another 
donor match. Zach tries to remain optimistic and is an inspiration to 
other transplant youth. 

We truly appreciate your support and recognize that only through 
the generosity of donors like The Tenaquip Foundation can we con-
tinue to improve the quality of life of transplant children like Zach. 
Please extend our gratitude to the donation committee and the 
Board of Directors of the Foundation.

Sincerely

Virginia Hetherington
Chair, Children’s Organ Transplant Society

CHILDREN’S ORGAN  
TRANSPLANT SOCIETY



 
   

On behalf of the staff and all families who are part of the Big Brothers 
Big sisters of the West Island Family, thank you for your generous support. 
 A mentor for Big Brothers Big sisters is so much more than just a friend.
      Megan Semenchuk, Executive Director,  
 Big Brothers Big Sisters of West Island

Wow, I am profoundly grateful for your renewed gift. I am beyond happy! 
We are privileged to have The Tenaquip Foundation as a major partner. 
Thank you for your trust, remarkable generosity, and commitment to male 
and female veterans. Wow!
     Anne Hurtubise, Executive Director,  
Fondation québécoise des Véterans

What a joy! For the first time in too long, many of us will have a chance 
to celebrate Christmas with our families this year. Thanks to your heart, 
filled with the spirit of Christmas, no one will be left alone in the cold this 
holiday season.
      Samuel Watts,  Executive Director,   Welcome Hall Mission

Dear Michael, On Behalf of all our kids and the entire team, a huge thank 
you for the incredible gift we recently received from The Tenaquip Foun-
dation. These funds will be a huge help for us to continue to support our 
families throughout the year.
     Susan Bell  
Montreal Oral School for the Deaf

What a joy it is to be a part of the phenomenal work you do. It is incredible 
to see the range of projects you are involved in and the ways you make the 
world a better place.
     Vicky Jaggard, Grant coordinator,  
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Halifax

I would like to thank you sincerely for your generous donation. Like many 
charities fundraising has been a challenge for us. We again had to cancel 
some of our fundraising events. It is terrific that you were able to continue 
supporting causes again this year … we thank you.
     Arnold van Nieuwburg, President, 
CLSC Lac Saint Louis and Pierrefonds Foundation

 The Reed family and The Tenaquip Foundation’s steadfast support of the 
Neuro is truly remarkable and the progress we have made in ALS research 
and clinical trials would not have been possible without your generosity. 
Because of you, we will be in a position to provide support where it is most 
needed.
     Anièle Lecoq, Executive Director Philanthropy,  
Montreal Neurological Institute

Thanks to your generosity we will be able to distribute more than 5000 
baskets of food and basic needs during the holiday season and continue 
to offer emergency services. This donation will make a huge difference 
in the lives of thousands of Montrealer’s in need. We thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.
     Johanne Saltarelli, Executive Director,  Sun Youth Organization.

My warmest thanks to everyone at The Tenaquip Foundation for your 
generous donation. Your support will change the lives of young mothers 
and their children. It will give them safe housing, access to mental health 
programs and allow them to afford schooling.
     Ekua Asabea Blair, Chief Executive Officer,  Massey Centre

I would like to thank you for your generous donation. Your support makes 
a huge difference in our ability to deliver our programs. Thank you again!
       Sundae Nordin, Community Kitchen, Calgary

We attribute our success to your support. Your trust in us and your com-
mitment to helping us create the magic is not taken for granted. The fact 
that that the camp has not only weathered the storm of 2020-2021, but 
has emerged stronger is proof of your engagement.
       Neil Riddell,  Camp Massawippi, Board Chair

Letters from you



 
   

We would like to express our sincere appreciation for your kind and gen-
erous donation. Thank you for helping us reach out and illuminate the 
hearts of our Jewish brothers and sisters in need.
     Rabbi Chaim Shlomo Cohen, Director,  
MADA Community Center

I would like to thank you so much for your donation. Our Meals on Wheels 
program was starting to feel the pinch because of higher food costs, but 
with the amazing donation you gave our society we can carry on moving 
onwards and upwards.
      Joan Kinzett, Executive Director,  
Northern Rockies Senior Society

It is with tremendous gratitude that I send you this thank you letter. We are 
humbled and honored that you have chosen to support us again! The Ten-
aquip Foundation is a vital partner in our mission to help Yukon’s young 
people realize their full potential.
      Ben Johnson-Urey, Executive Director, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Yukon

As you can no doubt appreciate, given these extraordinary times, youth 
are struggling to return to any sense of normalcy. Thanks to your generos-
ity, we can be there to provide the much-needed Mental Health support.
     Robyn Dalton, Executive Director,  LOVE

Patients and their families face harsh financial and emotional burdens, 
like poverty, eviction, food insecurity and basic needs like clothing. With 
help from supporters like you , we can bring support and hope to the vul-
nerable. Thank you very much for your support.
     Laurie Docimo,  Shine Through the Rain

 
Please accept our sincere appreciation for your gift. Your support is essen  
tial in creating a region where everyone has safe, affordable and supportive 
housing.
     Michael Braithwaite, CEO, - Blue Door

The support of The Tenaquip Foundation creates lasting memories. With 
your help, Canuck Place provides a million memories -  big and small – for 
children and families with the bravest hearts.
     Dr. Hal Siden, Medical Director,  
Canuck Place Children’s Hospice
   

You are making Sunshine Dreams come true, and changing the lives of 
children and youth living with severe physical disabilities and life-threat-
ening illness. 
     Nancy Sutherland,  President and CEO, 
Sunshine Organization

We wish to express our heartfelt gratitude for your undeniable support 
of the Old Brewery Mission. Your extraordinary commitment to Montreal’s 
most vulnerable makes all the difference.
The Ken Reed Golf Tournament is our flagship event, and the 18th edition 
was another resounding success. Your ongoing support with this great 
fundraiser shows how much you care.
     James Hughes, President and CEO, The Old Brewery Mission

After a year of crisis, you have once again extended your hand to help. Be-
cause of you, individuals and families facing food insecurity will no longer 
have the stress of wondering when their next meal may come.
Leah Johnson-Clark, 
     Development Supervisor,  Calgary Food Bank
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The Tenaquip Foundation has proudly supported the Make-A-Wish Foundation for many years. The following is the story of a young boy 
named Blake; he was one of the children who benefited from the amazing work that the Make-A-Wish Foundation does. 

 Blake is an adorable 5-year-old boy with lots of energy, he is active and loves playing with his older brother. Blake is also living with a brain tumour 
that required surgery to treat; he was left with a large scar that goes around his head. With a big love of the outdoors he wished to have a camper of 
his own so he could stay the night when camping with his friends 
and family.  

 When asked about the impact of Blake’s wish, his parents said:

 “Since the day Blake received his wish, he has not taken that 
big cheesy smile off of his face. He is so excited talking on the 
phone with everyone telling them about his wish. It is absolutely 
amazing to see how genuinely happy he is and we can see how 
his wish has taken his mind off of the hospital and health related 
stuff. This entire experience had such a positive impact on Blake. 
It created so much hope and strength in Blake’s outlook, on his 
cancer journey. I believe he will be forever impacted by his wish.”
 
“As parents it is absolutely heartbreaking watching your child bat-
tle cancer, and seeing Blake’s wish come to life has left us truly 
speechless. To have a little home away from home to take any-
where for a little getaway from reality and to let him feel like other 
kids as much as possible by getting messy, dirty & exploring the 
outdoors and not worrying about any doctor appointments. “

According to Blake: 
“It felt like a dream!” 

MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION

La Fondation Tenaquip soutient le refuge d’urgence 
pour femmes de Calgary depuis de nombreuses années.

Unfortunately, organizations like this are much needed, there are just so 
many stories of spousal abuse and women having to flee their homes, 
often with their young children in hand … Here is a nice little story from a 
mother and young child that was helped by the shelter.

As the little girl was preparing to leave the Emergency Shelter with her 
mom, she was adamant with her counselor that she didn’t want to talk 
about saying goodbye. Goodbyes made her sad and she didn’t like feeling 
that way. Instead, she took a piece of paper and drew a big heart on it. 
Then she coloured one half of the heart her favorite colour, and the other 
half the counselor’s favorite colour. She cut the heart in half, keeping the 
counselor’s favorite colour for herself and sharing her favorite colour with 
her counselor. She told her counselor “Now we can remember each other 
and we don’t have to talk about the goodbyes.”

“Thank you to The Tenaquip Foundation for its generous support which 
enables the Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter to support all family 
members experiencing family violence and abuse.”

Paul Chambers, Resource Development Lead

CALGARY WOMEN’S  EMERGENCY SHELTER
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It is with deep gratitude that we thank you for your generosity.  
Your remarkable support has comforted the hearts of 1,234 adults and 953 children during the Christmas season. 
 

“It is my first time receiving a Christmas basket since I im-
migrated to Montreal. Me and my family have been terribly over-
whelmed for the abundance we received from you all with the help of 
the Women’s Centre. My son loved his books, the food and toiletries will 
be of good use as well. Thank you again for all the generosity.”

-Gaudencia P.

“Dear Donors, I write to show you my immense gratitude for 
your contribution towards enhancing the lives of women 
and children in Montreal. I am a beneficiary of your generosity 
and it is a blessing. Your gifts mean a lot to my children and I as it has 
truly made a difference in our lives. On behalf of my children and I, I 
say a very big thank you. “

- Tolu O

“On behalf of the women and their children who find assistance at 
the Centre, it is with deep gratitude that we thank you for your gen-
erous and lasting support. We also take this opportunity to extend 
our best wishes of health and serenity for the New Year to you and 
your family.”

-Johanne Bélisle, s.w.
Executive Director

WOMEN’S CENTER OF MONTREAL

 

A great big thank you to all 
at The Tenaquip Foundation !
’ Île des Amis is a non-profit, charitable community organization 
that offers long-term appartments with support for adults with 
mental health problems in the West Island of Montreal.

“We are so grateful to The Tenaquip Foundation for supporting the 
salaries of these two positions that are essential to our organiza-
tion. This will help us thrive and grow as a community residential 
resource. We are a very small non-profit group, bue, but just enough 
to cover basic expenses.“

“We are so grateful to The Tenaquip Foundation for supporting the 
salaries of these two positions that are essential to our organiza-
tion. This will help us thrive and grow as a community residential 
resource. We are a very small non-profit group, but we can have a 
huge impact on society.”

“Thank you very much, we look forward to showing all that we will 
be able to do.”

L’Île des Amis Board Member, Genevieve Simard

L’ÎLE DES AMIS
XYZ



Each year the Seize the Day program brings smiles to many pa-
tients and their families suffering with ALS.

Following is a nice story from the “Seize the Day” program created by the Tenaquip Foun-
dation for ALS Quebec. 

Seize the Day was launched in 2018 with the generous support of The Tenaquip Foun-
dation, with the purpose of granting a special wish to someone living with ALS. The pro-
gram has been a resounding success, creating lasting memories for families during a 
time of anticipatory grief and duress.

Nicole Richer, who passed away on December 9, 2021, was one of the beneficiaries of 
ALS Quebec’s Seize the Day program. “We catered a dinner for family and friends,” wrote 
her beloved life partner, Pierre Joly. “It was her way to say goodbye and thank them for 
their support during her journey.” 
 
“Bringing joy and delight into the lives of families with ALS is the number one goal of the 
program, but it also benefits our counsellors and the whole team to be part of something so 
uniquely rewarding. Reading the different requests, seeing the photos, and hearing back from  
families is heartwarming for all of us.”

Claudine Cook, Executive Director, ALS Quebec

 

UNITED WAY - WATERLOO  
REGION COMMUNITY 
Dear Tenaquip Foundation, 
Thank you for making a donation to United Way Waterloo Region Communities!  
Waterloo Region is Stronger Together

When you give to United Way, you sustain people, families and entire neigh-
bourhoods. Local people working together ensures we are building a resilient commu-
nity for the future. 

The Tenaquip Foundation is Proud to Partner with British 
Columbia’s Leading Health Care Facility.

Over the past few years, The Tenaquip Foundation has become 
increasingly involved with Mental Health issues across Cana-
da, which makes our new partnership with VGH & UBC Hospi-
tal Foundation so very important.

Mental illness and substance abuse affect 1 in 5 Canadians. 
Whether it is depression, schizophrenia or post traumatic 
stress disorder, mental illness takes a profound toll on the lives 
of patients and their loved ones.

The path from illness to treatment is paved with uncertainty 
and unpredictability. In British Columbia, Vancouver Coastal 
Health (VCH) provides a guiding light for people of all ages 
struggling with their mental health.

“Thank you to The Tenaquip Foundation for your leadership in 
encouraging dialogue, increasing awareness, and transform-
ing outcomes. We are honoured to be included amongst the 
deserving beneficiaries and celebrate The Tenaquip Founda-
tion’s unwavering commitment to uplift Canadians. “

Helen Wong, Senior Philanthropy Officer.

VGH & UBC HOSPITAL FOUNDATION

ALS QUEBEC- SEIZE THE DAY


